
Meeting Minutes 

 

Barnard Sub-Committee on Short Term Rentals 

April 21, 2024 

 

Present: Susan Botha, Gerry Botha, Patrick Kennedy, Doreen Hurley, Ryan Onorato, 

Ellen Miles. 

Also Present: Richard Lancaster (Advisor/Liaison), Andy Caffrey. 

 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:01 PM at the Danforth Library. 

2. The agenda was reviewed.  

3. Meeting minutes were approved. 

4. Public comments were from Woodstock resident who owns an STR in 

Barnard.  He is interested in understanding what Barnard has in mind in 

terms of a possible ordinance or action by the Select Board. 

5. Richard reviewed the STR data he was able to acquire. It shows how 

many properties are owned by residents, how many are non-Barnard 

resident owned, but live in Vermont, and how many are owned by non-

residents of Vermont. This data did show some properties with declared 

Business use or Rental use and total number of commercial properties.  

Richard said he couldn’t get specific residential data and how the 

property is used. Only the listers have that information. It was asked how 

the data has changed over the years. There has been change over the 

last few years in terms of the increase of buyers purchasing homes 

solely for investment purposes. Based on the committee members’ 

experiences, it is believed that people with ties to Barnard who have an 

STR care more about the community than absentee investors. 

6. Doreen gave a discussion of how the Ridgeline committee has used the 

services of Kyle Katz of TRORC.  He has a wealth of information, and 

there is a possibility that he could help us with language in writing out 

proposals for regulations. Doreen will check with Kyle to ask what he 

would need from us to develop a possible menu of services. During this 

discussion, we discussed the difference between zoning regulations and 

ordinances. It was proposed that Susan would approach Rob about 



carving out some time when he is in Barnard to talk to a few of us about 

zoning. 

7. Susan discussed actions being taken by other towns (Woodstock, 

Stockbridge, Reading, and Pomfret) based on meetings and 

conversations with she had with officers from those towns. The most 

severe actions are being attempted by Woodstock.  Other towns are just 

beginning or doing nothing.  There is a wide variance in the reactions of 

towns to the subject of STRs. 

8. Other business was a discussion of meeting times as we go into the 

summer season. We are already scheduled to meet on May 5th, and it 

was decided that we would schedule the meeting after that on May 5th. 

There was some agreement that a good night for all would be Thursdays 

at 6:00 PM. 

9. The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 PM. 

 

Minutes were prepared by Susan Botha, Chair.  There were no votes. The next Short 

Term Rental Sub-Committee meeting will take place on May 5 at 5:00 PM at the 

Danforth Library.   


