Purpose

Date revised: 2/28/24 (Word/policies)

TOWN OF BARNARD, VT
DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION POLICY

The purpose of this policy is to establish clear guidelines so that all delinquent taxpayers will be treated fairly
and will know what to expect.

General Terms

1

All delinquent taxes must be remitted to the Delinquent Tax Collector. All penalties and interest will be
charged as established by State law and as voted annually at Barnard’s Town Meeting. All payments and
installments must be legibly postmarked (if mailed) and payable on or before the due dates. Partial
payments will first be applied to interest, penalty and any expense portions of the amounts due, and then to
principal.

The Delinquent Tax Collector will send a notice to each delinquent taxpayer indicating the amount of taxes,
penalty and interest owed. The notice will include a copy of Barnard’s Delinquent Tax Collection Policy,
information on applying for abatement, and “ways to pay” information.

On April 1%t if there are any unpaid taxes, the property will be tagged for tax sale and all delinquencies will
be turned over to an attorney.

Once delinquencies have been turned over to an attorney, all communication will be with the attorney and
no longer with the Town of Barnard. The attorney will begin the following actions to conduct a tax sale:

a. The taxpayer and all mortgage and lien holders will be notified of the tax sale decision, the date by
which full payment must be received, and the costs to expect once the sale process begins.

b. If the deadline has passed and full payment has not been received, the attorney will proceed with a
tax sale according to the procedures specified in 32 V.S.A. Sect. 5252.

c. All costs of preparing and conducting the sale, including legal fees of 15% of the amount of the
delinquent tax, will be charged to the delinquent taxpayer.

The Barnard Board of Selectmen shall appoint a tax sale agent who may, at his/her discretion, submit a bid
to cover delinquent taxes, interest, penalties and costs.

In the event that no one purchases the property at tax sale, or if a tax sale is unwise in the judgement of the
Barnard Board of Selectmen or their agent, the Delinquent Tax Collector shall collect the delinquent taxes
using any or all of the methods permitted by law.

This policy may be amended at any time by the Board of Selectmen and the Delinquent Tax Collector of the Town of
Barnard, Vermont, as provided by law.

Signed and attested by the Barnard Board of Selectmen and the Collector of Delinquent Taxes this
February, 2024.
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