Meeting Minutes

Barnard Sub-Committee on Short Term Rentals

November 10, 2024

Present: Susan Botha, Gerry Botha, Angela Fucci, Patrick Kennedy, Richard Lancaster,
Marty Bell

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM at the Danforth Library.
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2.

w

The agenda was reviewed.

Kevin Lynch was present from the public. He attended to hear what we would be
doing.

Meeting minutes from October 20 were approved.

The committee discussed the draft of the Ordinance that had been Emailed to
the committee in advance. We went through the entire document, and we made
a few changes on the spot. Angela was able to type them into the document with
her computer. Gerry then read aloud the code of conduct draft that the committee
had created. There were some minor changes in some wording.

Patrick made a motion to vote on approving the draft Ordinance. Marty
seconded. The committee then took a vote. The draft Ordinance was approved
unanimously.

The committee discussed the next steps. Susan will write to the Planning
Commission and the Town Administrator. Since this is an ordinance proposal, it
can also be sent to the Select Board. Susan said she would write to all the
above.

The committee unanimously decided that there would be no planned future
meetings at this time. We will wait to see what action is taken.

There was no other business.

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 PM.

Minutes were prepared by Susan Botha, Chair.



Town of Barnard
Guest Code of Conduct

Welcome to Barnard! As a community, neighbor relations are of the utmost importance to us.
Below is a list of good neighbor practices we would like you, our guests, to adhere to while
visiting.

» Be aware of exterior lighting after dark. If the home you’re occupying is within close distance
to a neighbor, please consider turning off exterior lights when you are not outdoors. This helps
reduce light pollution for neighboring stargazers and lessens the possibility of light intrusion
into your neighbor’s home.

o Quiet hours are from 10pm to 8am. We know you’re here to have a great time, but please be
mindful of your noise output during these hours.

o According to Vermont State Law, no parking is allowed on public rights of way.

« Out of respect for neighbors and the environment, fireworks are not allowed.

o Black Bears are abundant here. While cute and fun to see from afar, they can cause issues
when trash and food are left outside. With this is mind, please do not leave any food outside
and dispose of trash in the provided bear-safe container.

Thank you for being a great neighbor!



XL ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE
Town of Barnard, Vermont
Short Term Rental Registry Ordinance
Schedule of Fees and Fines

Fees shall be as follows:

Registration Fee

TBD per each STR property at time of new registration. *
TBD per each STR property annual renewal.*

*The Town of Barnard reserves the right to revise fees should it be deemed necessary to cover registration related expenses

Fines for violations of the Ordinance shall be as follows:

)

2)

A daily fine assessed for:
i) Continued advertising of an unregistered STR.
ii) Any attempt to circumvent the requirements of this Ordinance.
iii) Continued advertising of an STR whose permit has been suspended or revoked.

iv) Misleading or false advertising of an STR, including but not limited to representing that a property has a greater capacity than it
contains.

$350.00 Civil Penalty $175.00 Waiver Fee

Second Offense Complaint Penalties for:
1) Accumulation of three (3) serious complaints based on the same offense may lead to the revocation of STR registration for the

subject property in the Town of Barnard. Offenses shall be counted on a twelve (12) month basis, beginning January 1 and
ending December 31 of each year.



Town of Barnard, Vermont
Short-Term Rental Registry Ordinance

L AUTHORITY

This Ordinance is adopted by the Selectboard of the Town of Barnard, Vermont (hereafter: the Town),
under authority granted in 24 V.S.A. §§ 1971(59) and 2291 (15), (29). This ordinance shall be
designated as a civil ordinance under 24 VSA § 1971 (B).

II. PURPOSE:

The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate the practice of short-term residential rental properties to
visitors and promote the health, safety, and welfare of both full-time and part-time residents and
visitors in Barnard. By compiling a database of emergency contact information for each short-term
rental property through a registration process, the Town intends to facilitate an expedient response to
emergencies that may arise.

111. DEFINITIONS:

Short Term Rental (hereafter: STR or collectively STRs) refers to the lease or rental of
residential real property, including furnished houses, condominiums, or individual dwelling rooms or
self-contained units, to the transient, visiting, traveling, or vacationing public, for rental periods less
than thirty consecutive days, but where the total rental days for the subject property exceed fourteen
days within a calendar year. Notably, this definition excludes commercial lodging establishments
such as hotels, motels, inns, and bed and breakfasts. This definition extends to residential real
property situated within a commercial lodging facility, which is separately owned and unaffiliated
with the commercial lodging establishment itself. This includes individually owned rooms within a
condominium hotel, rented to the transient, visiting, traveling, or vacationing public for fewer than
thirty consecutive days and exceeding fourteen days within a calendar year.

Owner refers to an individual or entity holding the title to the real property where an STR is situated
or rented out as an STR, irrespective of whether the ownership is undivided or fractional. Although
an Owner may appoint an agent to represent them and fulfill obligations under this Ordinance, the
Owner remains ultimately accountable for the STR and ensuring compliance with this Ordinance.

Assigned Point of Contact (hereafter: APC) refers to the property owner or any appointed
individual(s)/management organization authorized by the Owner to serve as their agent. This person
is capable and accountable for addressing emergency situations and other matters concerning the STR
when it is being rented or leased as such. Responsibilities include responding to issues or complaints
on the property and facilitating access to the STR for first responders.

IV. SHORT TERM RENTAL REGISTRATION AND REQUIREMENTS

1. All properties within the borders of the Town of Barnard being used as an STR shall be
required to register with the Town and shall pay an annual registration fee as determined by
the Town.

2. Each STR is subject to the State of Vermont Department of Fire Safety requirements for
STRs as follows:



a. Properties sleeping eight (8) or less occupants shall be required to fill out and
provide proof of completion of the State of Vermont Short Term Rental Safety,
Health, and Financial Obligations self-certification worksheet.

b. Properties sleeping nine (9) or more occupants shall be required to complete the
self-certification worksheet as well as provide a completed inspection report from
the Vermont Department of Fire Safety, deeming the property fit for rental.

c. All property owners and APC are required to implement all health and safety
requirements established by the State of Vermont (both existing and as may be
added and amended from time to time).

3. Certification of compliance via photograph upload of an emergency contact list posted at
the entrance or another prominent location inside each STR rental unit, with emergency
contacts for the property, local emergency services, and the APC, shall be provided. Should
any information on the emergency contact list change, a revised list shall be posted, and
photo certification of the revised list shall be provided.

4. An APC must be on file with the Town for each property used as an STR. Multiple STRs
with the same APC shall submit separate documentation for each individual STR.

5. Any STR being rented outside of an online platform (AirBnb, VRBO, etc.) must show
proof of registration with the Vermont Department of Taxes, including the submission of the
assigned Meals and Rooms Tax (MRT) number. The MTR number must be posted on all
rental listings.

6. An APC or authorized representative must be able to respond to issues at the rental property
within a reasonable amount of time whenever the property is in use as an STR.

7. Certification of compliance via photograph upload of bear-proof trash and recycling storage
is required for any property being used as an STR. Existing indoor storage such as enclosed
sheds or garages is acceptable; photo certification of indoor storage is also required.

8. The Barnard Guest Code of Conduct must be posted within the dwelling, in a location
visible to all STR guests.

9. Certification of compliance via photograph upload of the STR’s Business Liability
Insurance, which has a general aggregate limit of $1,000,000 or greater.

10. Occupancy of any STR shall not exceed 2 guests per bedroom, plus two.

11. No on street parking. All guest vehicles must be parked in a designated parking area located
within the boundary of the STR property.

12. STRs that accumulate three (3) confirmed and documented serious infractions/complaints for
the same or similar conduct may have their STR registration revoked on a temporary or permanent
basis by the Town, as detailed in the Enforcement Section of this Ordinance. An infraction/complaint
may be defined as serious if the offense endangers the wellbeing of guests, neighbors, or the
environment.

Note: Additional registration requirements may be implemented by the Town, as needed, or when
required by the State of Vermont or US Government.



Note: This ordinance is not intended and does not preclude, supersede, or restrict the implementation
and enforcement of any laws, regulations, ordinances, rules or policies adopted by the US
Government, State of Vermont, any association (homeowners or other), or property that have been or
shall be implemented which are above and beyond the requirements outlined herein.

Upon submission of all required STR registration information, the registered property may be rented
as an STR, subject to the requirements of this Ordinance and the payment of any required registration
fee(s). Note: a building in which people rent accommodations constitutes a “public building” under
20 V.S.A. § 2730(a)(1)(D) and, as such, is subject to the authority of the State of Vermont Division of
Fire Safety, or its designee. Other provisions of federal, State and local law may also apply to STRs.
Owners and APCs are responsible to have knowledge of and conform with said provisions.

V. REGISTRATION FEE

The Town will require payment of an annual registration fee for each individual unit being advertised
as an STR. The registration fee is based on the expense of registering each property and monitoring
for complaints. The Town reserves the right to increase the annual fee.

VL ENFORCEMENT

Any violation of this Ordinance shall be a civil matter which may be enforced in the Vermont Judicial
Bureau, except where otherwise indicated.

Violation enforcement shall be in accordance with the provisions of 24 VSA §§ 1974a and 1977 et
seq. For purposes of enforcement in the Judicial Bureau, the Selectboard Chair, the Town Health
Officer, a Law Enforcement officer, or a person(s) duly appointed or designated by the Selectboard
(hereafter an Enforcement Officer(s)) have authority to act for the Town of Barnard.

Nothing herein shall preclude the Town from pursuing any other remedy provided by law for the
violation of this Ordinance, including injunctive relief. Nothing herein shall preclude the Town from
enforcing any other provision of federal, state, or local law that it is authorized by law to enforce.

1. Monitoring of registration compliance shall be provided by the Town, as well as any contracted
third-party organizations being utilized as part of the registration and complaint monitoring
process. Failure to complete registration or the requirements therein may lead to fines and/or
revocation of the STR registration.

a. A daily fine will be assessed for:
i. Continued advertising of an unregistered STR.
il. Any attempt to circumvent the requirements of this Ordinance.
iii. Continued advertising of an STR whose permit has been suspended or revoked.
iv. Misleading or false advertising of an STR, including but not limited to
representing that a property has a greater occupancy capacity than it contains or
'is permitted.

2. Accumulation of three (3) serious and confirmed complaints based on the same offense on the
property may lead to the revocation of an STR registration. Offenses shall be counted and
accumulated on a twelve (12) month basis, beginning January 1 and ending December 31 of
each year.



An Enforcement Officer is authorized to recover waiver fees in lieu of a civil penalty for any person
who declines to contest a municipal complaint and wishes to pay the waiver fee. The waiver fees
shall be established by the Selectboard.

VII. SEVERABILITY
If any section, subsection, phrase, or any part of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid by

any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of the
remaining portion of this Ordinance or any part thereof.

VIII. PUBLICATION AND POSTING

This Ordinance shall be entered in the Selectboard minutes, filed with the Town Clerk, and posted in
at least five (5) conspicuous places within the Town. A copy of this Ordinance shall be published in
the Vermont Standard, not later than fourteen (14) days following the date this Ordinance is adopted.

IX. INFORMATION

The Town Administrator, whose telephone number is 802-234-9211 ext. 2, and whose address is, 115
North Road, PO Box 274, Barnard, VT 05031, is a person knowledgeable about this Ordinance and is
available to answer questions and provide persons with a full text thereof. The full text of this
Ordinance can also be found at Http://BarnardVT.us.

X. RIGHT TO PETITION
Citizens of the Town are further hereby notified that within forty-four (44) days from the date of

adoption, they may petition for a vote on the above Ordinance at an annual or special town meeting
as provided in 24 VSA § 1973.



