
 

SELECTBOARD MINUTES - DRAFT 
OCTOBER 7, 2020 
 

Present:  Bob Edmunds, Rock Webster 
Also Present:  Rob Ramrath. Teleconference: Rob Tracy, Jeff Tracy, Arthur Smith. 
 

1. Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM 

2. Review Agenda:  Add as necessary. 

• Grand List request for Error & Omission Approval – The Listers issued a memo to the 
Selectboard identifying an error in the grand list, leading to an erroneous tax bill. The 
Selectmen approved the correction.  

• Executive Session – Members of the Selectboard had been contacted to make a decision on 
an employee issue. The Selectboard added an Executive Session just prior to adjournment.  

3. Public comments – There were no public comments 

4. Old Business – Review as necessary 

• Road Crew advertising/hiring update, Valley news 9/27 & 10/4 (Sunday) VT Std 9/24 & 10/1. 
The Selectboard reviewed the employment advertisement that had been placed. No one has 
responded to date. They authorized Highway Foreman, Jeff Tracy to augment current staff with 
a contract snowplow operator for winter plowing needs. 

5. Review/Approve Minutes of 9/16/2020. 
The minutes were approved. 

6. Jim Barlow, Town Attorney Meet & Greet 
Jim Barlow attended the meeting to introduce himself in person as the new town attorney. He 
reviewed his qualifications and extensive background in municipal legal matters. 

7. VAST Trail Bridge Approval – Rob Tracy – Consider. 
Rob Tracy reviewed a bridge installed on the VAST trail on TH 89. He reported that Scott Jensen, VT 
Stream Engineer and Aaron Hurst, Vermont State Lands Forester had approved the bridge. The 
Selectboard approved and signed landowner permission forms. 

8. SE Council on Aging, VT Elder Justice Project Overview, Arthur Smith – 5 Minute overview. 
Arthur Smith, Elder Justice Grant Coordinator reviewed details of the Vermont Elder Justice Project. 
He discussed the topic of elder abuse, how elders are victimized and how the Elder Justice Project 
is collaborating with Municipalities to help and provide resources. The Selectboard directed 
Selectboard Assistant, Rob Ramrath to publish associated materials on the Barnard Website. 

9. Town Hall Public Wifi grant application – Consider. 
Rob Ramrath reviewed a potential grant opportunity through the VT Department of Public Service 
Hot Spot project. Ramrath submitted a questionnaire to the Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional 
Commission which may make Barnard eligible for a future grant to install a long range WiFi hot spot 
on the exterior of the Town Hall, making the whole Town Hall parking lot internet accessible. This is 
intended to benefit residents & taxpayers who need internet access. The Selectboard approved 
continued pursuit of the grant. 
 



 

10. 2021 Grants-In-Aid Program – Consider signing Letter of Intent. 
The Selectboard signed the “Letter of Intent To Participate In The Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid 
Program.” Jeff Tracy described intentions to use the VTrans funds allocated to Barnard of $21,500. 
to work on culvert replacement and grader berm removal on East Barnard Road. 

11. 728 Bennett Road Access Permit Application – Consider. 
An Access Permit to 728 Bennett Road was approved. An ‘Access Permit’ is a standard requirement 
whenever a property owner constructs a driveway connecting to a Barnard town road. 

12. Highway Operations 
Jeff Tracy reported that a tractor trailer went off Fort Defiance Hill about three weeks ago. Trees 
were knocked down and damage was done to the road. Jeff said the responsible party approached 
him to pay the town for expenses incurred in repairing the road. The Selectboard directed Jeff to 
work with Rob Ramrath to prepare a formal invoice to recover costs. Additionally, Jeff 
recommended that 290 feet of guard rail be installed on the corner to enhance safety, particularly 
in the winter. Jeff had a quote for the work of $4,500. The Selectboard approved and Jeff indicated 
the work would be completed prior to winter. 
Jeff said he had the old fire truck (that was planned to become a sodium chloride spreader) 
evaluated and the truck needed significant repair, so the idea did not make financial sense. The 
Selectboard approved selling the truck as-is. 

13. Funding for Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Development – Consider and approve Assistant to the 
Selectboard, Rob Ramrath as Authorized Agent for the project. 
The Selectboard approved Rob Ramrath as the authorized agent and approved pursuing grant 
money to assist with the mandatory LHMP renewal. 

14. Review/Approve Town & Highway Orders for 9/22/20, 9/29/20, 10/6/20. 
The Town & Highway orders were approved. 

15. Executive Session 
The Selectboard went into Executive Session at 7:52 PM and completed at 7:59 PM. The employee 
issue was discussed, and decisions made. 

16. Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 

Minutes prepared by Rob Ramrath. All votes unanimous unless otherwise indicated. Next regular 
meeting October 21, 2020 at 7:00 PM. 
 

 
 
Selectboard: 
 
__________________   __________________   __________________ 

Rock Webster, Chair   Timothy Johnson   Robert Edmunds 


