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SELECTBOARD MINUTES - DRAFT
NOVEMBER 4, 2020

Present: Bob Edmunds, Rock Webster, Tim Johnson
Also Present: Rob Ramrath. Teleconference: Richard Lancaster, Ginny Nix, Bill Krajeski (NEMC), Ryan
Silvestri (NEMC), Mike Christian (GMP), Eric Withington

1. Call to order — The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM.

2. Review Agenda:

The Selectboard members were interested in understanding how property tax collections were
progressing. They asked Assistant Ramrath to request our Town Clerk to furnish them with a delinquent
tax report for the next meeting.

3. Public comments - None

4. Old Business —

A. October Intermunicipal Regional Energy Coordinator Progress Report — The Selectboard
reviewed the IREC progress report. The Selectboard decided that there is no longer a need to
heat the old fire station. Tim Johnson has contacted Rob Tracy and informed him of this
decision.

5. Review/Approve Minutes of 10/21/2020 — The minutes were approved.

6. Board of Listers vs. Outsourcing to Assessor — Consider.

Statutes were reviewed regarding the legalities and there are no impediments. Pros/cons were
discussed. Two listers will be leaving the board shortly. A proposal from New England Municipal
Consultants (Barnard’s current Appraisal/Grand List consultant) was reviewed. The Selectboard agreed
to put forth an article at the next Town Meeting to dissolve the Board of Listers and hire an Assessor. If
due to departures of listers, the Board of Listers dissolves in advance of the Town Meeting, statute allows
the Selectboard to hire an assessor on an interim basis until a vote at the Town Meeting.

7. Green Mountain Power Stage Road Pole Rebuilding — Consider.

A proposal was reviewed to move powerlines running across various properties in the vicinity of Stage
Road, to locations along the edge of the road. The Selectboard gave GMP permission to move ahead
with the project. It was noted that the old poles will remain in place, likely for many years until
telecommunications/internet carriers move their lines to the new poles. For any questions please
contact Mike Christian of Green Mountain Power (mike.christian@greenmountainpower.com ).

8. COVID-19 Town Meeting State Legislation - Update.

In response to the concerns posed by COVID-19, the Vermont Legislature passed Act 162, which allows
a legislative body to vote to use Australian ballot for any Town Meeting in 2021. The Selectboard
reviewed the details but deferred any decision to a future meeting.
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9. 2022 Better Roads, Resubmit E. Barnard Rd. Slope Stabilization? — Consider.

As was reviewed at a recent Selectboard meeting, the state did not award any large Better Roads grants
this year. However, Barnard received $34,723.05 in lieu of a grant. The Selectboard voted to resubmit
the E. Barnard Slope Stabilization project for the 2022 grant.

10. Sidewalk Study $3,000. Additional Funding Request - Consider.

Costs of the engineering contract plus regional commission costs are projected to overrun the budget by
$3,000. The engineering contract has been cost reduced as much as possible while still meeting Vtrans
mandates. The Selectboard agreed to provide the additional funding, especially considering the available
of offsetting funds from the Better Roads in-lieu monies.

11. Highway Operations — Review
The work scheduled for November 5, 2020 on Mount Hunger Road was discussed.

12. Review/Approve Town & Highway Orders for 10/27/20, 11/3/20.
The Highway Orders were reviewed and approved.

13. Adjourn — The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 PM.

Minutes prepared by Rob Ramrath, Assistant to the Selectboard. All votes unanimous unless otherwise
indicated. Next regular meeting November 18, 2020at 7:00 PM.
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