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SELECTBOARD MINUTES - DRAFT
NovemBER 18, 2020

Present: Bob Edmunds, Rock Webster, Tim Johnson
Also Present: Rob Ramrath. Teleconference: Richard Lancaster, Bill Krajeski (NEMC), Ryan Silvestri (NEMC),
Mike Christian (GMP), Jeff Tracy, Geoff Martin, Elizabeth Ferry.

1. Call to order — The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM.

2. Review Agenda:

A. Access Permit request — An Access Permit was approved for Benjamin and Angela Wendorf
for Parcel 06-0270.2 on Masterson Road.

B. Land Records Digitizing Grant Update: Assistant to the Selectboard, Rob Ramrath reported
that the project is exceeding original targets. With available grant monies, 43 years of land
records will be digitized, online and available to the public by December 30, 2020. A small
additional contract with municipal funds will be launched after the first of the year, taking
online availability back to 1955.

C. Town Meeting Decision — Australian Ballot: If Barnard is to move to an Australian Ballot
format for 2021 Town Meeting (due to COVID-19 safety concerns) the Town Clerk needs to
have the decision by December 31,2020 to have time available for preparations. To have the
latest information possible, the Selectboard will make the final decision at the December 16,
2020 meeting.

Public comments — There were no public comments.

Old Business -
A. Update on property tax receipts: Current data was reviewed, showing that receipts and
delinquencies are comparable with last year.
Review/Approve Minutes of 11/4/2020: The minutes were approved.

Green Mountain Power Mount Hunger Road Pole Rebuilding (Mike Christian) — A proposal was
reviewed to move powerlines running across various properties in the vicinity of Mt. Hunger/Old Mt.
Hunger Roads, to locations along the edge of the road. GMP noted off-road locations are difficult to
maintain. They stated the new powerline will be heavily armored and resistant to tree damage. The
Selectboard granted permission.

IREC Town Garage recommended plan — Intermunicipal Regional Energy Coordinator (IREC) Geoff
Martin and Elizabeth Ferry of the Barnard Energy Committee reviewed recommendations for
assessing and planning energy improvements for the Town Garage. Included in the recommendation
was a blower door test to measure how air-tight the building is. Geoff noted such testing is required
for GMP & State grants that may be available for energy efficiency upgrades. Geoff also
recommended a test for the Town Hall. The Selectboard approved the tests at a cost of $250./each.
Intermunicipal Regional Energy Coordinator (IREC) FY '22 Budget — A letter from Two Rivers
Ottauquechee Regional Commission with IREC costs for FY 22 was reviewed. The Selectboard is
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holding approval for continued Barnard funding of the IREC program until comprehensive first year
results and reports are available.

Listers Resignations — Resignation letters were reviewed. Ginny Nix resigned with an effective date
of December 31, 2020. Lois Resseguie resigned effective immediately. The Selectboard appreciates
the service and dedication of both Listers.

Board of Listers vs. Outsourcing to Assessor — Richard Lancaster (Lister) presented a plan to move from
a Board of Listers to an external Assessor. Bill Krajeski described the services of his company, NEMC,
which presently advises on property valuations for Barnard. The Selectboard directed that an article be
placed on the coming Town Meeting Warning, asking the voters to authorize the elimination of the office
of Town Lister and replace it with a professionally qualified Assessor. The Selectboard also decided that
a Liaison would be appointed to monitor and report on the activities of the Assessor to the Selectboard.
Library Trustee resignation/appointment and DRB Chair resignation — Resignation letters from
Susan Hickey as DRB Chair and Danforth Library Trustee were reviewed. Susan McNulty was
appointed to replace Susan Hickey’s Danforth Library Trustee position and serve out the remainder
of her term to 2023. The Selectboard appreciates Susan Hickey’s dedicated service.

Anonymous offer to donate electric church organ to Town Hall — An anonymous donor’s generous
offer for a used Church Organ for the Town Hall was considered. The Selectboard declined as there
is not necessary space and the need is unclear. The Selectboard appreciates the offer.

Highway Operations — Various aspects of road and truck maintenance and repairs were reviewed.

Review/Approve Town & Highway Orders for 11/10/20, 11/17/20 — The orders were approved.

Adjourn — The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM.

Minutes prepared by Rob Ramrath, Assistant to the Selectboard. All votes unanimous unless otherwise
indicated. Next regular meeting December 2, 2020 at 7:00 PM.

Selectboard:

Rock Webster, Chair Timothy Johnson Robert Edmunds



